
shanghai: 
a refuge during  
the holocaust

narrat ive descr i p t ion 
Shanghai: A Refuge During the Holocaust, produced by the 
Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre, documents the 
experience of more than 18,000 Jews who escaped from 
Nazi-occupied Europe to Shanghai, China between 1939 
and 1940. Forced to flee their homeland, these Jews be-
came “stateless refugees” and were denied entry into most 
countries. Several countries, including Canada, restricted 
the flow of immigration during the war, especially for 
Jewish refugees. As an open port, Shanghai was one of 
the very few places that stateless Jews could disembark 
without passports or visas. As a result, Shanghai became an 
important, life-saving refuge for thousands of Jews during 
the Holocaust. 

The exhibit, comprised of photographs and documents, 
presents the complex Jewish community in Shanghai that 
resulted from this emigration. Approximately 50 families 
now residing in Vancouver were part of this little-known 
community. The VHEC has documented the experiences of 
one family, the Gottfrieds, whose detailed story of flight from 
Nazi-occupied Vienna to Shanghai, and then their later im-
migration to Canada, is presented within the exhibit. 

booking information

exh ib i t ion contents 
The exhibit consists of large graphic panels that tell the 
history of the Gottfried family’s exodus from Nazi Europe 
to wartime Shanghai. The large panels are sequential and 
need to be installed so the visitor moves along the story 
in chronological order (for example, around the walls of a 
large room). The left side of each panel gives the historical 
context and the right side is made up of the words and im-
ages of one family’s oral history. The historic text is in both 
English and Chinese, while the oral history is in English.

Additional Components: Educational resources are 
available for reprint, including digital files for a Teacher’s 
Guide, docent scripts and publicity materials. An exhibit 
poster is also available to be reprinted for promotional 
purposes. 



space requ irements 
The exhibit consists of 16 unframed co-
lour panels mounted on foam core: 
•	 1 title panel that is 28”x 36” 
•	 15 graphic panels that are 26”x 

40” 
•	 60 small replica documents and 

photographs that act as support 
material to the main panels 

The entire exhibit runs approximately 86 
linear feet. The width of the exhibit can 
be compressed by stacking the support 
material, or by displaying a tailor-made 
selection of the 60 smaller replica docu-
ments and photographs to fit a chosen 
space or theme. This support material 
can be mounted in clusters, vertically 
or horizontally between or around the 
larger panels. 

rental  costs

Rental Fee: The rental fee for this exhibit 
is $2,000 A deposit of $500 is required at 
the time of scheduling. Each venue is re-
sponsible for all shipping costs.   

Insurance Value: $5,000.00 CAD. 

Shipping: Two-way shipping costs to be assumed by the borrower. Shipping 
to be arranged by the borrower. 

loan per iod

The exhibit may be booked for a 6 to 8 week period. Longer rental periods 
are available by arrangement.

Security Level: Low 

sh i pp ing spec i f icat ions

Summary: 1 plastic case, 1 cardboard box

1 Case: 42” x 35” x 6” / 70 lbs

1 Box: 24” x 20” x 12” / 20 lbs

Note: we recommend that you check the means and cost of shipping before 
booking an exhibit.

contact us

Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre  
50 – 950 West 41st Avenue 
Vancouver, BC, Canada  V5Z 2N7 

tel. 604.264.0499 		 fax.604.264.0497 
email. info@vhec.org  	 www.vhec.org


