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PANEL GUIDELINES                                                                                                                                                                                                        

SCRAPBOOK GUIDELINES                                                                                                                                                                                                        

·  There are 44 separate panels each measuring 30x48 in.  
There is also one smaller credit panel measuring 26x30 in.

·  The panels should be printed on 0.25 in/6mm foamcore and 
mounted directly to the wall or placed on easels. They may also 
be reproduced as hanging banners on interior-grade vinyl or 
polyester banner material and hung back to back to replace  
mid-room walls, depending on your room configuration.

·  Wall-mounted panels should be mounted with 2” x 1” pieces of 
velcro placed one in each corner and one more down each of the 
vertical edges. Staple one side of the velcro to wall for a more 
secure hold.

·  Panels hung as banners will require clips for hanging on top and 
an additional clip on the bottom for weight. A product similar to 
SC Banner Hanger, shown on next page, could be used. Small 
lead weights, or fishing line with weights at the floor can be added 
to control movement.

·  See floorplan for chronology of panels in the original exhibition. 
This should serve as a reference when mounting the exhibition in 
a new venue.

·  When possible, the walls of the exhibition should be painted to 
match the colour of the panels. See colour codes on floorplan.

·  There are 4 scrapbooks of additional information not included 
on the panels. Each scrapbook measures 12.5x8.75 in.

·  The scrapbook should be printed double sided and use a black 
comb binding, see image.

·  See floorplan of original exhibition for location of scrapbooks to 
maintain correlation between panels and scrapbooks.

·  Scrapbooks should be suspended near their corresponding 
panels with a cuphook screwed to the wall or on a small table 
or plinth.

The Canada Responds to the Holocaust, 1944-45 exhibition explores interactions between 
Canadians in Europe and survivors of the Holocaust at the close of the Second World War and in  
the immediate postwar era. The exhibition consists of wall-mounted interpretive panels and  
bound scrapbooks of additional material. 

What follows is a brief guide to the execution of the exhibition, including printing and installation.

Panel example

Scrapbook example
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Below are the names of the files that will be required for printing of the exhibition.  
The pdf files are prepared with crop marks for high quality CMYK print.

Panels:

·  VHEC_Canada Responds_Exhibition_Panels_PRINT READY.pdf

·  VHEC_Canada Responds_Exhibition_Panels_WORKING.indd

·  VHEC_Canada Responds_Exhibition_Panels_WORKING.idml

Scrapbooks:

·  VHEC_Canada Responds_Exhibition_Scrapbooks_PRINT READY.pdf

·  VHEC_Canada Responds_Exhibition_Scrapbooks_WORKING.indd

·  VHEC_Canada Responds_Exhibition_Scrapbooks_WORKING.idml

Below are the typefaces that will be required for correct printing of the exhibition files.  
If you do not have the necessary typefaces, links are provided for purchase.

·  NEUTRA TITLING/BOLD/MEDIUM 
To purchase Neutra in all weights: houseind.com/hi/neutraface

·  AVENIR MEDIUM/LIGHT 
To purchase Avenir in all weights: myfonts.com/fonts/linotype/avenir/

·  MRS EAVES XL SERIF NAR OT REG 
Mrs Eaves can by synced from Adobe Typekit.
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See images below for suggestions on how to mount exhibition panels.

Velcro mounting Clip mounting

If walls are to be painted with appropriate exhibition colours it is 

recommended to purchase the clips in black. If walls are white, white clips 

would be better suited to the environment. 

See link below to purchase clips:

tph.ca/print-products/large-format-printing/sign-accessories
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Below are all of the panels with the number that corresponds to the original exhibition floorplan.

caption here for images above Ciis sintotas estia pos est am as doluptam dolore con raecesto officia que expe 
ad que pratect estiumquae sam, et es

This exhibition explores interactions between 
Canadians in Europe and survivors of the Holocaust at 
the close of the Second World War. It follows members 
of the Canadian military (soldiers, chaplains, official 
photographers and war artists) who fought in the 
Allied campaigns in Europe, as well as journalists and 
aid workers, as they encountered and struggled to 
respond to evidence of Nazi atrocities.

A number of questions  are brought into focus:  How did the 

Canadian  military react upon meeting survivors emerging 

from hiding? What were the soldiers’ reactions to the 

Nazi camps? How did the survivors  feel after “liberation”? 

What were the  responses of the relief workers and of the 

 international aid agencies when encountering the survivors? 

How did those charged with documenting events respond to 

the challenge of representing what they witnessed for their 

own time and for posterity?

Through documents, photographs, newsreels, artefacts and testimonies, Canada 

Responds to the Holocaust, 1944-45 provides insight into the complex  responses to 

the Holocaust and the  challenges of the time, offering  opportunities to engage with 

the varied experiences and perspectives of Canadians and Holocaust survivors.

This original exhibition, produced by the Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre, 

has been researched and written by Richard Menkis and Ronnie Tessler,  

with the Bergen-Belsen panels by Mark Celinscak.

CANADA RESPONDS
TO THE HOLOCAUST
1945-1945

Coming out of Hiding in Belgium: 

In Their Own Words
Liberated by Canadians in Belgium, September 1944, Paul Goldstein  

(b. 1932, in Antwerp) was hidden in the small town of Hove. 

Italy, 1943-1944
As Canadian soldiers participated in Allied victories in Italy 

in 1943 and 1944, they encountered two groups of Jews: 

Italian Jews who suffered under harsh restrictions during 

the Mussolini regime; and Yugoslavian Jews (and partisans) 

who escaped into the Italian zone and then were sent to 

Italian camps. From the Yugoslavian Jews, the Canadians 

would learn about the genocidal behaviour of the Nazis 

between 1941 and 1942, especially in the areas of Serbia 

that they had annexed. 

France shortly after D-Day:  
“She was a symbol of Jewish suffering” 

[Canadian Army Chaplain Rabbi Gershon Levi’s] first task upon landing in Normandy 

was to organize a synagogue for Jewish servicemen. A broken-down shack on the 

Normandy bridgehead was the scene of the first Jewish religious service on a Friday 

evening: it was a dramatic and solemn event, its poignancy heightened by the presence 

of an elderly Jewish woman from Paris who had been in hiding for two years to escape 

the Nazis. That night she lit candles in the traditional Jewish manner. To the assembled 

Canadian soldiers, she was a symbol of Jewish suffering and martyrdom— the first Jewish 

person they liberated in Europe. 

EXCERPT OF A YIDDISH LETTER, FEIVEL MEDRES TO HIS FATHER, ISRAEL MEDRES, JUNE 1944

Into the Netherlands:  
“The stories of these people will never really adequately be told”

Today I met my first group of liberated Dutch Jews at services this morning. 

They are free now three weeks. ... Of the 231 Jewish souls, which comprised 

this community, only 30 or so now remain having successfully hidden 

themselves. ... The stories of these people will never really adequately be told. 

LETTER, CHAPLAIN SAMUEL CASS TO WIFE ANNABEL CASS, BREDA, 25 NOVEMBER 1944

The Jewish New Year celebrated by Canadian Jewish servicemen in Italy, 1944. 
L-R: Captain B. Rose, blowing the shofar, Captain S. Hooker (from London, 
England) and an unidentified soldier in the Teatro Politeana at Senigallia during 
services for the Jewish New Year. Taken by the Canadian Army Overseas, 1944. 
COURTESY OTTAWA JEWISH ARCHIVES.

EARLY
ENCOUNTERS

1.  Jewish members of the Canadian Armed Forces observe a Passover seder in Cleve, Germany, March 1945. 
Pte G. Cohen of Montreal asks the Four Questions, Chaplain Samuel Cass is seated to his right. COURTESY 
CONGREGATION SHAAR HASHOMAYIM MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES, CANADIAN JEWISH HERITAGE NETWORK

2.  On 31 March 1945, the Globe and Mail reports on the Passover seder celebrated by 300 Jewish soldiers of 
the First Canadian Army in Germany. Chaplain Cass is quoted describing how no trace could be found of 
Cleve’s once sizeable Jewish community.   
COURTESY CANADIAN MUSEUM OF HISTORY, GLOBE AND MAIL 

During the operations of February to 
March 1945, Canadian soldiers moved into 
Germany. The army noted the significance 
of Jews in Germany by filming the “first 
Jewish Church parade on German soil,” 
likely on 15 March 1945. 

Chaplain Samuel Cass also noted that this had special 

meaning for the Jewish soldiers. In late March, Canadian 

Jewish soldiers celebrated Passover in Germany. Passover—

the holiday commemorating deliverance from oppression 

and enslavement in ancient Egypt—resonated with the 

army and air force personnel. 

The previous month, the soldiers had celebrated the 

festival of Purim. The holiday includes the reading of the 

book of Esther that depicts the defeat of Haman, who had 

plotted to exterminate the Jews in ancient Persia. In his 

monthly report of February 1945, Chaplain Samuel Cass 

noted: “It was fitting that the Festival of Purim should be 

particularly observed by a service on German soil.”

There was no doubt at their [the soldiers’]  

joy at being able to commemorate the  

Festival of Freedom on the soil of the enemy 

of all human freedom.  

CHAPLAIN SAMUEL CASS, MONTHLY REPORT, MARCH 1945

CANADIAN JEWISH SOLDIERS  
INTO GERMANY
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FEBRUARY 1945 – VE DAY (8 MAY 1945)

Three children stand at a playground entrance; the sign reads “Jews forbidden,” Netherlands, circa 1940. 
COURTESY GEMEENTELIJKE ARCHIEFDIENST ROTTERDAM 

Nazi Anti-Jewish Policies
The National Socialist (Nazi) Party in Germany viewed racial 

conflict as the central factor in world history. For them, the 

Aryan race was superior. Supposedly inferior races, such 

as the Jews, Roma and Sinti, posed a perceived threat to 

the health and success of their race. The Nazis also targeted 

people with mental and physical disabilities, homosexuals, 

political opponents, and other vulnerable groups.

After Nazi Party leader Adolf Hitler was elected in 1933, he 

assumed dictatorial powers and began to implement his 

racial policies, with a focus on the Jews. 

THE RISE OF NAZI  
ANTI-JEWISH POLICIES

1

The Nazis’ program for the persecution and elimination 

of the Jews, often involving the collaboration of local 

governments and populations, took place in several stages:

•  Reversal of the legal and political equality that  
Jews had achieved in the previous two centuries 
(beginning in 1933)

• Ghettoization (beginning late 1939)
• Mobile killing squads (established June 1941)
• Death camps (from early 1942)
• Death marches (1945)

Canadian Jewish Chaplains Offer  
Religious Leadership 
Ghent, Sabbath Service, 17 November 1944

 A Sabbath eve service was held in GHENT…at which...we were 

joined by civilians. It is worthy of note that this ministry to civilians 

on the part of the Chaplain provides the only authoritative 

Spiritual leadership that the Jewish community in Belgium and 

Holland who have escaped the clutches and oppression of  

Nazi tyranny has at the moment. In all of Belgium there is only  

one Rabbi left.
CHAPLAIN SAMUEL CASS, MONTHLY REPORT, NOVEMBER 1944

Antwerp, Chanukah, 17 December 1944

This evening here we had the largest of our parties and I don’t  

know where to begin to record my impressions. … The impressions 

are indelible...[such as the question] from the lips of a little girl of 

six who asked in amazement whether all the hundreds of people 

she had seen in the hall—children, adults and soldiers—were Jews. 

The little girl had just come out of hiding. In fact, all our children  

today, many of them without parents, for the first time experienced 

a real free party.   
LETTER, CHAPLAIN SAMUEL CASS TO WIFE ANNABEL CASS

COMMUNAL NEEDS & CANADIAN AID 
BELGIUM

At the synagogue in Nijkerk the NSB had 

to clear the building all the people were 

shouting for joy. The Jewish people were 

screaming, “Schnell, schnell, schnell” and 

drove them faster. It was being filmed.

Still something inside of me did not feel 

good about it. Covenant people of the Lord 

were standing there with such satisfaction 

and Schadenfreude, such unholy glee. 

However, it is understandable...
BERENDINA (DIET) EMAN, DIARY ENTRY, 30 APRIL 1945

DESECRATIONS &
RE-CONSECRATIONS

Collaborators and members of Dutch S.S cleaning and repairing a desecrated synagogue under the 
supervision of Jewish members of 1st Canadian Division, Nijkirk, Netherlands, 30 April 1945. 
COURTESY CANADA DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE/ LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA/ PA- 116329

In addition to removing Jews from non-
Jewish society, the Nazis also sought  
to erase evidence of Jewish religious and 
cultural life. The Nazis consistently seized 
synagogues, defaced them and/or used 
them for mundane purposes. With the 
liberation of areas from Nazi control, 
Canadians worked with Dutch civilians and 
authorities to rebuild and re-consecrate 
synagogues. 

On 30 April 1945, Canadian army personnel supervised 

cleaning up of the synagogue in Nijkerk. The Canadian 

Army Film and Photo Unit filmed it and included it in 

a Canadian army newsreel, which was shown to army 

personnel and civilians. For the Canadian army, the 

restoration of the synagogue represented its contribution 

to restoring the Netherlands of toleration. It was also  

an occasion to punish supporters of the Nazis, such as the 

Dutch Nazi Party (NSB).

The event was recorded in the diary of Berendina Eman, a 

Dutch non-Jewish member of a resistance group. She had 

mixed feelings about the anger that led some Jews to seek a 

small measure of revenge.
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Map depicting movement of Canadian troops in Second World War.  
ROBERT BOTHWELL, PENGUIN HISTORY OF CANADA, 2006

Canada Unprepared
When Canada officially declared war against Germany on 

10 September 1939, it was woefully unprepared. However, 

for months after the declaration, Prime Minister Mackenzie 

King was keen to avoid the tensions that had divided French 

and English Canada during the First World War, and tried 

to minimize Canadian involvement. But with the rapid Nazi 

victories in Europe in the first half of 1940, and the threat to 

Great Britain herself, the Canadian government intensified 

its efforts at recruitment and training.

Canadians at War in Europe
By 1943, the First Canadian Army had three infantry and  

two armoured divisions in Great Britain. Although Canadian 

soldiers participated in the ill-fated raid on Dieppe in August 

1942, Canada’s major involvement in the European theatres 

of war did not begin for another year. In the summer of  

1943, Canadian troops participated in the Allied landing in 

Sicily, then moved onto the Italian mainland, fighting  

their way north.

On 6 June 1944, the massive Allied invasion known as D-Day 

took place in France. After the invasion, from September 

1944 to May 1945 the Canadians fought in Belgium, the 

Netherlands and Germany. Canadian troops who had been 

fighting in Italy were brought north in spring 1945. As British 

and Canadian forces pushed further into Western Europe in 

April, they liberated concentration camps, and sites used for 

transit, slave labour and prisoners of war.

Heavy Losses
By the war’s end, over one million Canadians had served in 

the armed forces, over 43,000 died in action and another 

54,000 were wounded.  

BACKGROUND: CANADIAN ARMY 
IN EUROPE, 1939–1945

D-DAY (6 JUNE 1944) – FEBRUARY 1945

1.   The first issue of a Dutch Jewish newspaper, Le-Ezrath Ha’am, asks for help from Jewish soldiers to circulate 
the newspaper, January 1945. COURTESY NIOD

2.  An article by J.P van Praag published in Het Parool, 24 February 1945. Van Praag comments on the 
establishment of the newspaper Le-Ezrath Ha’am, and criticizes the paper’s exclusive Jewish focus.
COURTESY NIOD 

Dutch Jewry Responds
As Jews in the Netherlands emerged 
from hiding, some Jewish activists began 
to address their specific needs. Several 
organizations were set up in late 1944 and 
early 1945, the most significant being the 
Joodse Coördinatie Commisse (Jewish 
Coordination Committee) established in 
January 1945. 

COMMUNAL NEEDS & CANADIAN AID 
THE NETHERLANDS

1 2

The re-organization of religious and 

communal life is a task for generations. 

Neither Rabbi, nor teacher nor shochet 

[ritual slaughterer] are to be found in 

their midst today. … It is painful to see 

what has been done to Synagogues. … 

Nor can we minimize the physical needs.

 LETTER, CHAPLAIN SAMUEL CASS TO HERMAN 
ABRAMOWITZ OF MONTREAL, 16 JANUARY 1945

Canadian Responses
Toronto-born Samuel Cass (1908-1975), ordained in 1933, 

served as a rabbi in Vancouver from 1933-1941. He joined 

the Canadian army in 1942, and in 1944 became a chaplain 

with the First Canadian Army in northwestern Europe. In 

addition to ministering to Jewish soldiers, Cass organized 

relief and religious services for Holocaust survivors.

Reaction of Dutch Non-Jews
In an attempt to change the structure of Dutch society  

from its prewar emphasis on group rights, many Dutch 

non-Jews thought there should be no specific aid for Jews, 

even though Jews had been specifically targeted by the 

Nazis. They even raised questions about the need for a 

newspaper focused on aid for Jews. 

That same month, the newspaper Le-Ezrath Ha-am (For the 

Aid of the People) began publication. Both the organization 

and the newspaper tried to provide help to those emerging 

from hiding (referred to as onderduikers, or those who  

were underwater) by offering information on who had 

survived, and by providing material, legal, and religious 

aid for the survivors.

Le-Ezrath Ha-am made requests of Canadian soldiers, as 

well as announced Canadian-led Jewish religious services.

The Dutch newspaper Het Parool, while acknowledging 

some need for the Jewish newspaper Le-Ezrath Ha-am,  

also questioned whether it contributed to a unified  

Dutch society. Dutch Jewish organizations thus felt 

very much unsupported and reached out to other Jews, 

including soldiers.

CANADIANS AT WESTERBORK 
12 APRIL 1945

“First: I am happy to be here and  

congratulate you with your liberation.  

Second: the war is not over!”
CANADIAN INTELLIGENCE OFFICER, DOUGLAS S. MORRIS

As the Second Canadian Corps moved north 
to capture, and/or to push the Germans out 
of the northern Netherlands, the Second 
Canadian Division was specifically tasked 
with advancing towards Groningen.

One German line of defence was the Oranjekanaal (Orange 

Canal) in the province of Drenthe. In their fight for control 

of the Oranjekanaal and the vicinity, Canadian soldiers 

encountered Camp Westerbork on 12 April 1945. The 

Germans had abandoned the camp the day before. 

After the Germans left, the inmates appointed Aad van As, 

a non-Jew who had been at the camp since 1942, as their 

representative. On news of nearby fighting, on 12 April at 

about 1:00 p.m., van As sent out his fellow prisoner Erich 

Zielke to find out more details. Zielke headed towards the 

canal with another prisoner, where they encountered a 

Canadian Intelligence Officer, Douglas S. Morris.

At around the same time, the 8th Canadian Reconnaissance 

Regiment (8th Recce) headed towards Camp Westerbork’s 

farm. At about 4:00 p.m., the prisoners got word that “the 

Tommies are here!” They left the camp and headed towards 

the Canadians. 

1.  Liberation of Westerbork, April 1945. 
COURTESY HERINNERINGSCENTRUM KAMP WESTERBORK

2.  Captain Douglas F. Morris of the Canadian Scottish Regiment, 1944. 
COURTESY CANADIAN SCOTTISH REGIMENTAL MUSEUM
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Two Thousand Years of  
Jewish Life in Europe
Evidence of Jewish life in Europe dates 
back to the beginnings of the Common Era. 
By the 13th century, Jewish communities 
were found from the Iberian Peninsula 
in the west to Poland in the east, from 
England in the north to Italy in the south. 

This map shows the age of the principal  
European Jewish communities at the  
outbreak of the Second World War in 1939.

JEWISH HISTORY  
IN EUROPE  

Martin Gilbert, The Holocaust: Maps and Photographs, Braun Center for Holocaust Studies, 2002

Encountering Nazi Camps  
in Belgium 
Breendonk, about 20 km southwest of 
Antwerp, was a Belgian fortress that the 
Nazis converted to a detention camp in 
August 1940. There they imprisoned both 
non-Jewish political prisoners and Jews. 
In 1942, the Nazis started to transfer Jews 
from the fortress to the nearby Mechelen 
transit camp, or directly to Auschwitz. 

Matthew Halton (1904-1956) had been reporting on Nazi 

Germany since 1933, when he worked for the Toronto Daily 

Star. In late September 1944, Halton, now of the CBC, 

described what he saw at Breendonk—both the cruelty of the 

Nazis and evidence of the victims’ courage. 

Encountering Nazi Camps  
in The Netherlands 
Vught, in the Netherlands, was built by the 
Nazis in 1942 as an internment and labour 
camp for Dutch Jews. In early 1943 it was  
re-designated as a transit camp. In January 
1943, the first inmates—political prisoners 
and Jews—arrived in the camp. During 
its operation there were, in total, 18,000 
Jewish prisoners. Most of them were 
deported to the transit camp Westerbork 
and then to the extermination camps in the 
east. The last transport was in June 1944.  

In late October 1944, Scottish and Canadian troops discovered the 

camp. It was one of the first encounters in Western Europe that 

Allied soldiers had with a Nazi site of terror.  

Two members of the Canadian Armed Forces in front of a crematorium  
at Herzogenbusch concentration camp in Vught, Netherlands.  
COURTESY NATIONAAL BEVRIJDINGSMUSEUM GROESBEEK, BEELDBANK WO2/175989 

ENCOUNTERING
NAZI CAMPS

1.  Dutch Jewish children who had been in hiding pose alongside Dutch gentile children in the Netherlands, 
April 1945. Rachel Kats (centre) was hidden by three different families in three different towns, before the 
Canadian Armed Forces liberated the Nijverdal area.  
COURTESY DR. RACHEL KATS, UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM

2.  The first issue of the underground newspaper De Keten, 16 March 1945. Circulated primarily in the region 
of Bussum, its four published issues were intended to be a Jewish source of news and solace to Dutch Jews 
in hiding. COURTESY NIOD

As the Canadians swept through the 
Netherlands and liberated new territories, 
more Jews came out of hiding, and thus 
more Jews were in need. One recent study 
estimates that 28,000 Jews went into hiding 
in the Netherlands, and 16,000 survived. As 
the numbers grew, so did the needs.

With the large numbers emerging from hiding, in March 

1945 a Jew from Bussum decided to create a special 

newspaper for them, De Keten. 

External aid agencies, most notably the American Joint 

Distribution Committee (JDC, or Joint), provided minimal 

direct aid in the first four months of 1945. The Jewish 

Coordination Committee received only £1000 from the JDC. 

In those first months, the assistance that Dutch Jews 

received from the Canadians was thus greatly needed.

MORE PEOPLE OUT OF HIDING 
MORE NEEDS, MORE COMMUNITY BUILDING
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Map depicting network of camps throughout German-occupied Europe.   
COURTESY UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM

Graph depicting death  tolls during the Holocaust.  
ELI BARNAVI, ED., A HISTORICAL ATLAS OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE, 1992

The Camp System
The Nazis established a complex network 
of concentration camps, first in Germany  
after they came to power in 1933, and  
then across occupied Europe. The Nazis 
used these camps to imprison, and later  
to murder, those whom they called political 
and racial enemies. 

As seen in this map depicting the reach of Nazi camps as 

of 1943-1944, the network included camps for political 

opponents, labour camps, transit camps (where groups 

were collected before being shipped to the extermination 

camps) and extermination camps. Auschwitz, for example, 

was both a forced labour and death camp.

Death Tolls, 1939–1945
•  The bars on this map show the size of the Jewish 

population in Europe before the war (blue) and  
the numbers killed during the war (red).

•  Jewish communities across Nazi-occupied  
Europe were decimated. 

•  Worldwide, the Jewish community lost one-third  
of its members.

THE CAMP SYSTEM  
& DEATH TOLLS

Belgian Jews celebrate at a Chanukah party in Antwerp, Belgium, 17 December 1944.  
COURTESY KEN BELL, CONGREGATION SHAAR HASHOMAYIM MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES,  
CANADIAN JEWISH HERITAGE NETWORK/SH-01 251

Albert Konrad Gemmeker, Kommandant of Westerbork 

from October 1942 to April 1945, instructed German-Jewish 

photographer Rudolf Breslauer (1904-1944) to photograph 

and film the camp. The inhabitants are thus largely 

represented as content and the operation of the camp 

efficient. Even the deportations are portrayed as orderly, 

although flashes of anguish do appear.  

Robbie Engel, a German-born Jew who ended up in the 

Netherlands, describes life in Westerbork and the sorrow  

of the deportations.

CAMP WESTERBORK
BACKGROUND

1.  Jews boarding a deportation train from Westerbork to Auschwitz.  
RUDOLF BRESLAUER, COURTESY YAD VASHEM

2.  Jewish and Dutch prisoners construct the railway that will eventually take many of them to the death camps. 
RUDOLF BRESLAUER, COURTESY YAD VASHEM

3.  A deportation train headed to Auschwitz leaves Westerbork, Netherlands.  
RUDOLF BRESLAUER, COURTESY YAD VASHEM
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During Westerbork’s time as a transit  
camp, life there was deceptively tranquil. 
The prisoners were better fed than in many 
other camps, and there were even cabarets. 

But there were also regular transports that left (usually on 

Tuesdays) for camps in the east. The road to the train tracks 

became known as the “Boulevard of Misery” and Monday 

nights were times of pain. 

Etty Hillesum (1914-1943), a Dutch Jew whose diary and 

letters have been preserved, describes a Monday night:  

They are so indescribably efficient in this utter hell. In the early 

morning a line of freight cars pulled into the muddy camp. … During 

the last 24 hours the camp has been engulfed by successive tidal 

waves of Jews. ... They are in a big barracks now, a jam-packed 

human warehouse...three to a bed, no mattresses for the men, 

nowhere at all to store anything, children terrified and screaming, 

the greatest possible wretchedness. –Etty Hillesum, Diary Entry, 

21 June 1943
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CANADIAN TROOP MOVEMENTS,
D-DAY TO FEBRUARY 1945

1.  Tanks of the Canadian First Infantry Brigade and Three Rivers Regiment drive through the Sicilian town of 
Regalbuto, Italy, 3 August 1943.  
COURTESY JACK H. SMITH/LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA/PA-170290

2.  Canadian Infantrymen approach the Normandy beachhead, France, 6 June 1944. COURTESY PO DENIS 
SULLIVAN/CANADA. DEPT. OF NATIONAL DEFENCE/LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA/PA-132790

3.  Amphibious vehicles pass along the Scheldt River in Belgium, 13 October 1944. COURTESY DONALD I. 
GRANT/CANADA. DEPT. OF NATIONAL DEFENCE/LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA/PA-114754

4.  Gunner of “B” Troop, 5th Battery, 5th Field Regiment, Royal Canadian Artillery, The Malden, Netherlands, 
1 February 1945. COURTESY LT. MICHAEL DEAN/ DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE/ LIBRARY AND 
ARCHIVES CANADA, PA-168908

 A map showing the Canadian Army in Northwest Europe.  
DEAN F. OLIVER AND LAURA BRANDON, CANVAS OF WAR, 2001

Canadians in Italy
After the military disaster of Dieppe in August 1942, the Canadian army saw 

limited action over the subsequent year. In the summer of 1943, they joined 

the Allied campaign in Italy and participated in various campaigns until early 

1945,when all of Italy was in Allied hands.

Normandy
The largest deployment of Canadians would be in northwestern Europe. About 

14,000 Canadians were among the 150,000 Allied Forces who landed on the 

beaches of Normandy on D-Day, 6 June 1944. Over one thousand Canadians 

died in that first week of fighting. Canadians then participated in the fierce 

fighting in Normandy over the next three months, with that campaign ending 

in September.

The Scheldt
In early October 1944, Canadian troops fought to secure the vital port of 

Antwerp by wresting control of the Scheldt Estuary from the Nazis. They 

finished this arduous task with a victory on Walcheren Island on 8 November, 

although it took three more weeks to remove all the German mines placed in 

the estuary.

Holding the Line
After this campaign, the Canadian forces moved in large numbers to the Dutch 

city of Nijmegen and its surroundings, where they were expected to prevent 

German attempts to retake southern Netherlands. They also used the time to 

prepare for their next campaign, which began in February 1945.
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1.  Infantrymen of the South Saskatchewan Regiment drive out remaining enemy forces from the Dutch 
province of Drenthe along the Oranjekanaal, April 1945. COURTESY LIEUT. DAN GURAVICH/CANADA. DEPT. 
OF NATIONAL DEFENCE/LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA/PA-113908

In February 1945, the Allied armies began 
their final push to end the war in Europe. 

The Canadians were at first tasked with driving the 

Germans out of the region between the Maas River and the 

Rhine River. In late March, the Canadians were responsible 

for the liberation of the Netherlands. 

BACKGROUND:  
CANADIAN ARMY

The First Canadian Corps, which had been in Italy, was 

secretly brought north to join in the fighting, and thus the 

First Canadian Army was united. While the First Canadian 

Corps moved towards Amsterdam, the Second Canadian 

Corps headed northeast to liberate the northern areas of 

the Netherlands and to take control of sections  

of northwestern Germany. 

1 2

FEBRUARY – MAY 1945

2.  Paratroopers of the First Canadian Parachute Battalion on a tank in Greven, Germany, March/April 1945. 
Canadian paratroopers crossed the Rhine River as part of the largest airborne, Allied operation in Europe 
before German surrender. COURTESY CHARLES H. RICHER/LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA/PA-142610

A map showing the Canadian Army in Northwest Europe.  
DEAN F. OLIVER AND LAURA BRANDON, CANVAS OF WAR, 2001

From the perspective of the liberators
Lieutenant E.J. Sheppard of the 8th Recce Regiment 

recorded in his pocket diary, “Liberated concentration camp. … 

1 or 2 thousand [and] all nationalities. Only genuinely happy people 

I have seen. Many Jews. Many beautiful women.”

Years later, he elaborated on the crowd who met him, 

especially remembering an encounter with a Jewish 

prisoner who removed the obligatory Star of David from  

his clothes and gave it to Sheppard. 

Canadian congratulations and instructions
After this first exuberant encounter, Captain Morris had 

some messages that he wanted to impart, and all the 

inmates of Westerbork gathered in the Great Hall. Although 

he kept his diary in German, Bial presented excerpts of 

Morris’ speech with some of the English words: “First: I am 

happy to be here and congratulate you with your liberation. Second: 

the war is not over!”

Morris then called on the ex-prisoners to be patient and 

remain in the camp so that the work of defeating the Nazis 

could proceed. Van As then posted an order in Dutch and 

German implementing Morris’ requests.  

From the perspective of the prisoners
The German-born Jewish diarist Hans Bial (1911-2000) 

described what happened after the inmates of Westerbork 

found out that the Canadians had arrived:

“And then the joy bursts forth, it knows no limits and in the true 

sense of the word, it is indescribable what happens now. The young 

people run like crazy in the direction of the…farm. I go with them; I 

had no idea that I could still run like that!

Around 50 meters before the farm we jump on the first…armoured 

cars, its crew is kissed, there is weeping, laughing, cheering and 

shouting. Up towards the camp, there is a dense row of cheering 

people on both sides of the road, looking to grab a hand and throw 

flowers. Where do all these flowers suddenly come from?”

Werner Löwenhardt (1909-2006), a Jewish German-born 

commercial artist, sought refuge with a family in Enschede 

in 1935. He was briefly in a work camp, before being sent 

to Westerbork in October 1942. Below is his rendition of the 

Canadians arriving in Westerbork.

The festivities continued after the meeting. Bial: “And then 

again a long column, this time tanks…in seemingly endless numbers. 

Everyone gets a cheer and flowers.”

In late afternoon, the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry 

assumed responsibility for guarding the camp, and at  

night the South Saskatchewan Regiment departed.  

Canadian veteran Edward (Ted) Sheppard recounts his journey from the Dutch-German border, across the 
Netherlands, to Camp Westerbork. His strongest memory is of an elderly Jewish survivor insisting Ted keep his 
Jood star. COURTESY EDWARD JOHN (TED) SHEPPARD, THE MEMORY PROJECT, HISTORICA CANADA

1.  A Canadian armoured vehicle near Camp Westerbork, 12 April 1945. 
COURTESY CAMP WESTERBORK MEMORIAL CENTRE

2.  A drawing by survivor Werner Löwenhardt depicting the liberation of Camp Westerbork.
COURTESY CAMP WESTERBORK MEMORIAL CENTRE  
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WESTERBORK 
IN THE WEEKS AFTER “LIBERATION”

1. Liberation of Westerbork, April 1945. COURTESY HERINNERINGSCENTRUM KAMP WESTERBORK

2.  Identification document of Leon Cohen, granting him permission to leave Camp Westerbork for essential 
work, 19 April 1945. COURTESY CAMP WESTERBORK MEMORIAL CENTRE  

3.  Certificate of Meta Mijnberg, authorizing her permanent departure from Camp Westerbork, 11 May 1945. 
COURTESY CAMP WESTERBORK MEMORIAL CENTRE 

In the weeks after the discovery of  
Westerbork, the relationship between  
survivors and the Canadians was complex.

Romance
There are many stories of Canadian soldiers trying to 

romance the women of Westerbork. Hans Bial, in his  

diary entry of 17 April 1945, wrote, “When the weather is  

nice, the Canadians are lying in the grass. ... They are only 

interested in the girls.”

Still Prisoners? 
Although many wanted to leave, the diarist Bial describes 

how in the weeks after 12 April the “liberated” were told 

that they needed to remain in Westerbork. This was 

especially true of the stateless Jews, mostly German Jews 

who had come as refugees. Some resented the “liberators” 

who kept them locked up. 
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1.  A typhus warning sign at Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, 1945. 
JOHN F. MCCREARY, COURTESY KRELL COLLECTION, VHEC 

2.  Wing Commander Dr. John F. McCreary, right, of the RCAF Nutrition Group before a mass grave at Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp, May 1945. JOHN F. MCCREARY, COURTESY KRELL COLLECTION, VHEC 

When Allied medical personnel arrived at 
Bergen-Belsen they were ill-prepared to 
handle the tens of thousands of inmates 
who needed urgent attention. 

Inmates were divided into three categories. The first two 

comprised those who would likely survive and those who 

would likely die, regardless of the care they received. The 

third consisted of those for whom immediate care could 

mean the difference between life and death. Initially, it was 

only those in the third category who received basic care.

Wing Commander Dr. John F. McCreary of the RCAF 

Nutrition Group observed many suffering victims at 

the camp. McCreary, who became Dean of the Faculty 

of Medicine at the University of British Columbia after 

the war, recalled in a 1947 speech to the Empire Club in 

Toronto the suffering he saw at Belsen:

BERGEN-BELSEN
MEDICAL TEAMS ARRIVE

We have often heard the expression, ‘skin 

and bones.’ That expression didn’t mean 

very much to me until one actually had an 

opportunity of seeing these people who had 

died in the Belsen Concentration Camp 

but it actually is true. People do deteriorate 

until there is nothing left but skin and 

bone and some of the people shown in the 

common grave are in that state.

WING COMMANDER DR. JOHN F. MCCREARY OF  
THE RCAF NUTRITION GROUP
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1.  Canadian military personnel on a picnic with the children of Bergen-Belsen, 1945.  
COURTESY OTTAWA JEWISH ARCHIVES/ OJA 1-598-02 

2.  Portrait of Ted Aplin in R.C.A.F uniform. COURTESY OF NICK APLIN AND YORK UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES,  
CLARA THOMAS ARCHIVES & SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, APLIN FAMILY FONDS, F0151, ASC00172. 

BERGEN-BELSEN
CANADIAN SOLDIERS & AID

After the war, Bergen-Belsen became 
the largest Displaced Persons camp in 
Germany. Although conditions slowly 
improved, food, medicine, and clothing 
were often in short supply. 

As they did during the final weeks of the war, Canadian 

military personnel assisted survivors. Canadians, as  

part of the occupation forces, often found innovative  

ways to alleviate some of the suffering of the victims of 

Bergen-Belsen.

Two such men were Squadron Leader Ted Aplin and 

Sergeant Stanley Winfield, who served with the 84 

Disarmament Group of the RCAF. Stationed in nearby 

Celle, Aplin and Winfield helped reunite survivors  

with loved ones using the armed forces postal service. 

They organized picnics for the children, delivered clothes, 

food and supplies to the camp and arranged a transport 

of orphans to England. “Canada has a voice in the councils of 

the nations,” Aplin urged, “Let us proudly set an example…by 

opening the doors of our great undeveloped country. Our national 

conscience cannot rest easy until this is done.”
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Aid to Survivors 
Finding Family
Chaplain Samuel Cass once spoke of the “great hunt” 

of survivors and family members, both in Europe and 

overseas, desperately trying to get information about the 

fate of loved ones. Within two days after his arrival, Cass 

created a form letter that he could send to the family 

members of Westerbork survivors.  

In the Aftermath of News  
of Belsen: Confusion
In addition to the internal developments in Westerbork, 

the news of the discovery of other camps, especially 

Bergen-Belsen, spread quickly because of the horrific 

conditions.  This knowledge led to confusion about how to 

understand Westerbork. 

GOING BENEATH THE SURFACE: CHAPLAIN SAMUEL CASS 

I spent a good part of the day with our people at Camp Westerbork. 

LSB Shapiro was here with another correspondent. … Everything 

looks so good on the surface that even LSB was puzzled. With the 

papers full of the cannibalism of Belsen, it is almost a shock to find a 

camp where the survivors are all well and the physical surroundings 

good. But you can’t see the fear that people lived through every 

moment of their existence, nor can you see the 110,000 Jews who 

were herded like cattle on the transports …

 LETTER, CHAPLAIN SAMUEL CASS TO WIFE ANNABEL CASS, 24 APRIL 1945

Strange Reaction of Canadians

FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF TWO SURVIVORS: WALTER & SARA LENZ

Shortly after the Canadians arrived it became clear that 

something was bothering them. They asked a number of 

questions that made little sense to us at the time. 

Why were we so well fed? Why were we not sickly, on the verge of 

death? In fact, as cruel as it may sound now, I had the feeling that 

our liberators were in a sense let down, for as we soon learned, 

they had steeled themselves for…another Bergen-Belsen.

 Letter from Samuel Cass to M. Goldstein, alerting him that his sister survived and is in good health  
at Camp Westerbork. COURTESY LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA/MG30, D225, VOL. 6

Matthew Halton in front of a CBC recording van, 1943. COURTESY CBC STILL PHOTO COLLECTION 

As more camps were liberated, and the news and photographs 
circulated, Canadians in Europe insisted that the unbelievable 
had to be believed. They also reflected on the role of the German 
people in the atrocities and what needed to be done next.

CANADIAN VIEWS ON THE CAMPS  
& THE GERMAN PEOPLE

A soldier writes home: Atrocity photos in  
the house of a German
You probably have read of the horror stories of the German 

concentration camps at Belsen, Nordhausen, etc. Incredibly 

enough, at a German house we occupied, one of the men came 

across a series of private photographs taken of such scenes. Ghastly 

things—piles of dead & dying bodies with grinning S.S. troopers 

standing behind them. It is almost unbelievable.

Letter, Dave Heaps to his father, A.A. Heaps, M.P.,  

25 April 1945

Halton’s conclusions were:

 (1)  Germans had difficulty accepting that the reports 
of the concentration camps were accurate;

 (2)  His interviewees looked to place the blame on  
local Nazi leadership, and not on Hitler or on the 
German people as a whole;

 (3)  Their greatest disillusionment with Hitler was that 
he promised to win the war, and did not;

 (4)  It would be a difficult postwar task to punish the 
Germans for their crimes and re-educate them.

Radio Canada reporter Marcel Ouimet: Not a limited phenomenon

Frankly, despite all that I had read and what I had already seen I 

refused to believe that this behaviour was true across Germany. 

Today I am forced to come to the conclusion that we cannot doubt it. 

We would have to choose a few hundred citizens...and bring them 

here to realize the state of things. Even with the pictures, I’m sure 

we will still find some saying that we have too much imagination 

and we are exaggerating.

LETTER, MARCEL OUIMET TO HIS WIFE, JACQUELINE, 24 APRIL 1945

CBC reporter Matthew Halton: 
“Germans do not accept responsibility”
The Allies had liberated Buchenwald, Bergen-Belsen, and 

other camps in the weeks before Halton made this point in 

his broadcast of 23 April 1945.

Halton visited a prisoner-of-war camp near Meppen, a 

German town on the Dutch border, and reported on the 

inhuman conditions.  He used the occasion of meeting 

three Germans to try to understand the relationship 

between the brutality of the camps and the attitudes of 

“ordinary Germans.” As he asked his questions, he showed 

them pictures from the newly discovered camps.
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1.  Jewish refugees walk in a central square of Eschwege displaced persons camp. The camp developed an 
active religious community with Jewish schools, synagogues, and ritual baths. 
COURTESY ESTHER KACS LIVINGSTON, UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM 

2.   Ethel Ostry. COURTESY CANADIAN JEWISH HERITAGE NETWORK

UNRRA
THE WELFARE DIVISION

Ethel Ostry 
Born near Odessa, Ethel Ostry emigrated as a child to 

Winnipeg. She trained as a social worker and then studied 

psychiatric social work at the University of Chicago. She 

worked for a number of years in the Jewish community. 

Ostry served at a number of sites with large numbers of 

Jewish survivors. She courted trouble because she chose to 

ignore regulations in order to secure the needs of the DPs. 

She also claimed the admission procedures at the camps 

missed Nazi collaborators and kept out Jews. When she did 

not get satisfactory support from UNRRA for the refugees, 

she sometimes turned to Canadian Jewish Congress to send 

parcels directly to those in need. 

On 9 November 1943, a group representing 
44 nations met in the United States to sign 
an agreement creating the United Nations 
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration 
(UNRRA). 

In anticipation of postwar upheavals, UNRRA was 

mandated to supply funds and services in areas lacking 

resources. They also agreed to take responsibility for the aid 

and repatriation of refugees in areas under Allied control. 

For the Canadian government, participation in UNRRA 

became a way to assert a postwar presence on the world 

stage commensurate with its military contribution to the 

Allied cause. For the many Canadian women and men 

who served with UNRRA, it was a way of showing their 

commitment to humanitarian ideals. 

Charity Grant and Camp Eschwege
Camp Eschwege, once an air base, became a camp for  

Jewish refugees near the border of the Russian zone. Charity 

Grant, a non-Jew with a background in the Canadian  

civil service plus UNRRA training, came to Eschwege as a 

supply officer. 

“To work with people who have no 

future is the most humbling thing 

you can imagine.” 

CHARITY GRANT TO UNRRA, 20 JANUARY 1946,  
FORWARDED TO PRIME MINISTER MACKENZIE KING 
ON 20 APRIL 1946.

Soon after her arrival she assumed the role of director  

due to the sudden resignation of her predecessor.  

She dealt with the scarcity of supplies, the emotional 

turmoil of the survivors and the lack of support from  

the military with a strategy that one scholar called 

“compassionate pragmatism.” 

3.  The Canadian Jewish Chronicle reports on Ethel Ostry’s work at a displaced persons camp near Heidelberg, 
Germany, 10 August 1945. COURTESY CANADIAN JEWISH HERITAGE NETWORK

A map of UNRRA camps in Germany where Canadians served. COURTESY SUSAN ARMSTRONG AND DAVID 
MURRAY, ARMIES OF PEACE: CANADA AND THE UNRRA YEARS, UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO PRESS
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1.  Royal Canadian Air Force public relations officer Fred Hopkinson and Sergeant Joe Stone stand before the 
dead at Bergen-Belsen concentration camp.   
COURTESY DIRECTORATE OF HISTORY AND HERITAGE/CANADA. DEPT. OF NATIONAL DEFENCE/PL-4351

2.  Members of the Canadian Army Film and Photo Unit in northwestern Germany, March 1945. (L-R):  
Sergeant Mike Lattion, Sergeant A. H. Calder and Lieutenant Charles H. Richer. These men were amongst 
the first Allied personnel to document the crimes at Bergen-Belsen. COURTESY LIEUT. BARNEY J. GLOSTER/
CANADA. DEPT. OF NATIONAL DEFENCE/LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA/PA-137474

On 15 April 1945, the 1st Canadian 
Parachute Battalion arrived at Bergen- 
Belsen. Attached to the battalion were 
members of the Canadian Army Film and 
Photo Unit (CFPU), including Lieutenant 
Charles H. Richer, Sergeant Mike Lattion and 
Sergeant A.H. Calder. The following  
day, Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF) public 
relations officers Ron Laidlaw and Fred 
Hopkinson arrived to record the scenes.

Documenting the crimes at Bergen-Belsen was important 

for several reasons:

•  The images were displayed to the public to reveal 
the atrocities committed by Nazi Germany;

•  The photographs were used as evidence in  
postwar trials;

•  The photographs continue to provide historical  
evidence about the Holocaust.

While we have thousands of pictures of Bergen-Belsen 

shortly after liberation, most do not identify the 

photographer, and we cannot be sure which pictures  

the Canadians took.

BERGEN-BELSEN
DOCUMENTING THE CRIMES

ACCORDING TO SERGEANT A.H. CALDER

I took a lot of pictures [in] Belsen. …

Something that you could never put into a 

picture hit us. The sounds that came from 

these people: whimpering sounds, utter 

misery, unbelievable conditions. Part of 

what we were doing was for the record and 

every aspect of this was important.
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1.  Canadian servicemen play cards at a Canadian Repatriation Depot in Thursley, England, May 1945. 
COURTESY LIEUT. ARTHUR L. COLE/CANADA. DEPT. OF NATIONAL DEFENCE/LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES 
CANADA/PA-154976

2.  Jewish displaced persons, having fled Poland, sleep in the boxcar of a train. 
COURTESY GEORGE KADISH/ZVI KADUSHIN, UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM

V-E DAY TO JANUARY 1946
SOLDIERS & SURVIVORS

Canadian Soldiers
Although the war continued for several months in Asia, for 

most of the Canadian soldiers in Europe the war was over 

on 8 May 1945. 

However, repatriating over 340,000 Canadian military 

personnel was not easy. 

It required decisions about who should be allowed to return 

sooner rather than later, and what to do with the restless 

soldiers in Europe who awaited their repatriation.

International Agencies
Once the war was over, international aid agencies 

rapidly increased activities dealing with the dislocation 

of the war. The United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 

Administration (UNRRA, established 1943) and the 

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (the Joint, 

established 1914) played especially significant roles in the 

lives of survivors. 

For Canadian (and other) women, the work in UNRRA and 

the Joint gave them opportunities to participate in postwar 

reconstruction. 

Survivors
With the war over, there was also the question of what 

would happen to those groups who had been victimized by 

the Nazis and their collaborators.

The surviving Jews faced specific problems. If they tried to 

return to their homes, they might find them seized. The 

Jewish communities that had once been able to provide 

assistance were themselves weakened or non-existent. 

Jews from Eastern Europe liberated in the camps had little 

interest in returning there, and some of them headed for 

the British and American zones. 

Concentration camps such as Bergen-Belsen became 

camps for Displaced Persons (DPs). 
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VE DAY (8 MAY 1945) – JANUARY 1946

1.  Untitled painting by Royal Canadian Air Force Leading Aircraftman Henry Abramson depicting the dead in 
one of the pits at Bergen-Belsen. COURTESY RONNEY ABRAMSON

2.  Henry Abramson. COURTESY RONNEY ABRAMSON

“For the first time I became aware of  

man’s monstrous capacity for evil.”
ABA BAYEFSKY

Official Canadian War Artists Alex Colville 
and Aba Bayefsky arrived at Bergen-Belsen 
several weeks after liberation, Donald  
K. Anderson somewhat later. In addition, 
leading Aircraftman Henry S. Abramson  
of 39 Wing, RCAF painted one of the  
mass graves.  

Detailing the scenes at Bergen-Belsen through artistic 

representation was both a moral and aesthetic challenge. 

War artists attempted to portray the suffering they witnessed 

in the camp while being sensitive not to exploit the victims. 

For some artists their experiences at Bergen-Belsen deeply 

influenced their later work. Toronto-born Aba Bayefsky was 

one such artist. As an official war artist he made three visits 

to Bergen-Belsen in May and June 1945. As he later stated, “It 

was the determining factor in everything I have done since then. For 

the first time I became aware of man’s monstrous capacity for evil.”

WAR ARTISTS

HENRY S. ABRAMSON

Not an official war artist, Henry 
Abramson was awarded a 
scholarship postwar by  
the French government to study at 
the École des Beaux-Arts, Musée 
du Louvre, with Fernand Léger. 
He later founded Clayart Studios 
in Montreal, taught at Concordia 
University and was the inventor 
of a new photographic system, 
Kinemorphic Imagery. 
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A Chaplain’s first encounters in Westerbork
FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE CHAPLAIN

I went up yesterday [20 April 1945] having in mind to stay only a 

few hours. … I got there early in the afternoon and by five o’clock 

had made up my mind that I was going to conduct shabbat 

[Sabbath] services for them. … News spread rapidly…and I had 

a gathering of close to five hundred. … I spoke in English (for 

the Dutch Jews) and in Yiddish (for the German Jews) and with 

a few odd Hebrew words for spicing was able to make myself 

understood. For them, my presence and my address was the final 

evidence of their liberation.

LETTER, CHAPLAIN SAMUEL CASS TO WIFE ANNABEL CASS, 21 APRIL 1945

FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE DIARIST BIAL

Suddenly I see a Canadian military car with three big Stars of 

David on it. I go there and see that a field chaplain rabbi has 

arrived. … The service is scheduled for 19:30; we convert the 

Great Hall again for it. … The service…is worth experiencing, 

because the field rabbi [Cass] gave an excellent sermon, more 

people-oriented than strictly religious, first in English and then a 

shorter version in Yiddish.

 HANS BIAL, DIARY ENTRY, 20 APRIL 1945

Rabbi Samuel Cass conducting the first worship service celebrated on German territory 
by Jewish personnel of the 1st Canadian Army near Cleve, Germany, 18 March 1945.     
COURTESY LIEUTENANT BARNEY J. GLOSTER/ CANADA DEPARTMENT OF  
NATIONAL DEFENCE/ LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA/PA-174315

Major-General Georges P. Vanier (left) and Lieutenant-General A.G.L McNaughton inspecting the 3rd 
engineering Battalion, 6 May 1943.  
COURTESY CANADA DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE/ LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA/ PA-166097

VANIER WITNESSES & PUBLICIZES 
THE HORRORS OF BUCHENWALD

The Official Correspondence
Vanier’s first report (24 April 1945) to the Department 

of External Affairs following his trip, focused on the 

Canadians imprisoned in Buchenwald. But he prefaced 

it by stating simply and directly: “I shall not dwell on 

horrors, accounts of which you read in the press. They are an 

understatement.”

On 27 April 1945 he gave a much fuller report, with over 

half elaborating on the history and horrors of Buchenwald. 

What he saw deeply offended him as a Christian.

The Radio Broadcasts
Vanier elaborated on many of the themes of his letter of  

24 April in his broadcast “over the Trans-Canada Network 

of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation” on 1 May, and 

re-broadcast the next day. 

In his speech, he accuses the West of ignoring the early 

signs of Nazi oppression, and expresses anger at Germany’s 

inhumanity and “un-Christian” behaviour.

On 22 April 1945, Major-General Georges 
Vanier, Canada’s ambassador to France 
and distinguished hero of the First World 
War, travelled to the concentration 
camp Buchenwald with a group of US 
Congressmen. 

The Americans had liberated the camp 11 days earlier, 

discovering about 21,000 survivors within the barbed 

wire. Some had been slave labourers at Buchenwald and 

its satellite camps. Many others had arrived a few months 

earlier on the Death Marches that started in Auschwitz and 

Gross-Rosen in Poland. 

The Americans came to view the war crimes. Vanier’s  

mission was to find out the fate of Canadians who had 

been interned there, especially two Canadian spies 

(he discovered that they had been executed). However, 

he was so moved by the conditions that he had to bear 

witness both to the Canadian government in his official 

correspondence, and publicly in a passionate radio 

address broadcast in early May. 

1.  Members of the Celle Jewish community meet with Canadian David Wodlinger, Chief of Operations for  
the AJDC at Bergen-Belsen, c. 1946. The AJDC assisted surviving European Jews with food, clothing,  
and interactions with occupation authorities. 
COURTESY AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE

2.  Lottie Levinson (first row, second from left) of Vancouver with fellow Joint Distribution aid workers at 
Bergen-Belsen displaced persons’ camp. 
COURTESY HILDE JACOBSTHAL GOLDBERG, UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM

THE “JOINT”

In 1914 a group of American Jewish 
organizations came together to establish 
the American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee. Its purpose was to help Jewish 
communities in distress. 

Before the United States entered the Second World War, 

the Joint sent relief to Jews in occupied Europe. Once the 

war began, they could not legally work in the war zones, 

although they did work with other organizations to get 

refugees out of Europe. After the war, the Joint provided aid 

to surviving Jews, especially in the areas where there were 

DP camps, but also where local Jewish communities were 

trying to re-establish themselves, as in the Netherlands. 

Canadians in the Joint
A number of Canadian Jews worked with the Joint in 

postwar Europe. 

Lottie Levinson was active in Jewish women’s organizations 

in Vancouver and worked for Canadian Jewish Congress 

(CJC). After hearing Saul Hayes, CJC’s Executive Director, 

speak in Vancouver, she was inspired to work with 

refugees. She served as an UNRRA field director and then 

took on increasingly significant roles in the Joint. 

Canadian David Wodlinger started work with the Joint in 

late 1945, eventually becoming the Joint’s director of the 

British Zone of Germany. 

Lavy Becker establishes rapport with survivors
Montreal-born Lavy Becker left his position as Executive 

Director of the Young Men’s and Young Women’s Hebrew 

Association of Montreal to join the Joint in late 1945. He 

would serve as Country Director for Displaced Persons 

in the US Zone of Germany. He was thus in charge of 

addressing the immediate needs of refugees, as well as 

helping in plans for resettlement. 

Becker was largely successful in establishing a good 

rapport with the survivors. Other aid workers were not 

always as successful, and many survivors found Jewish 

philanthropic organizations to be paternalistic. Becker 

thought it necessary to give autonomy to survivor groups, 

and supported the illegal immigration to Palestine.

1

2

AMSTERDAM

WESEL, 24 MARCH

COLOGNE, 6 APRIL
KASSEL, 4 APRIL

LIPPSTADT,  1 APRIL

HANOVER, 10 APRIL

CELLE

OLDENBURG, 3 MAY

WESTERBORK

MEPPEN

BUCHENWALD, 11 APRIL

BERGEN-BELSEN, 15 APRIL

FIRST C
ANADIA

N ARMY

NINTH US ARMY

FIR
ST

 U
S A

RM
Y

FIRST US ARMY

BRITISH SECOND ARMY

BREMEN, 27 APRIL

ROUTE OF
CANADIAN ARMY

MAP COURTESY OF WEIDNER HAENDLE ATELIER 

In April 1945, Bergen-Belsen was formally surrendered 

to the British Army. As the war in Europe continued for 

another three weeks, both supplies and personnel were 

limited. Indeed, the needs of the survivors were substantial 

and, as a result, another 14,000 people died in the camp 

after liberation.

Hundreds of Canadians assisted at Bergen-Belsen and 

hundreds more visited the camp to bear witness and  

to offer aid.

The Bergen-Belsen concentration camp 
was located in northwest Germany, near 
the town of Celle. In total, 50,000 people 
died in the camp, primarily due to disease, 
starvation and neglect.

At the time of its liberation, there were nearly 60,000 

prisoners in the camp and another 10,000 unburied  

dead, including children. More than half of the inmates 

were Jews.

THE LIBERATION OF BERGEN-BELSEN
15 APRIL 1945

Arthur Seyss-Inquart, former Reichskommisar of the Netherlands (centre), is escorted across a Dutch airfield in 
the custody of the First Canadian Army, 8 May 1945.   
COURTESY C.E. NYE/CANADA. DEPT. OF NATIONAL DEFENCE/LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA/PA-176571

THE END OF THE WAR
IN THE NETHERLANDS

The end of Nazi rule in  
the Netherlands
The final liberation of the Netherlands 
took place on V-E Day. In the areas not 
previously liberated, including Amsterdam 
and Rotterdam, this was the first real 
occasion for celebration. Many Dutch Jews 
remember celebrating with the Canadians, 
but their joy was hardly complete. 

Tillie Sugarman (née Bueno de Mesquita), and others  

in her family, acquired false papers and survived by  

hiding their identity. In one interview she said, “It was 

happy and sad...it was not an undiluted joy; you lost people as  

you gained freedom.” 

In this interview, she tells the story of her liberation. 

She elaborates on the enthusiasm for liberation and the 

Canadians, but also the harsh reality of losing family 

members, or of claiming children put in hiding who no 

longer knew their parents. 

Later, Tillie met a Canadian soldier, Lester Sugarman.  

They married in Amsterdam in early 1946.
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Lyle Creelman (right), Chief Nurse of the British Zone of Occupied Germany for the UNRRA. 
COURTESY SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, UBC LIBRARY ARCHIVES

The location of Canadian nurses on UNRRA teams. COURTESY SUSAN ARMSTRONG AND DAVID MURRAY, 
ARMIES OF PEACE: CANADA AND THE UNRRA YEARS, UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO PRESS, 2008

UNRRA
& ITS HEALTH DIVISION

The United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 
Administration’s Health Division was 
for many years the only international 
organization for public health. Its mandate 
included providing medical responses to 
epidemics and malnutrition, providing 
equipment where it was needed, and 
offering rehabilitation for the disabled. 

From Vancouver to Germany
A number of Canadians served in medical capacities as 

workers of UNRRA. Former Director of Public Health 

Nursing with the Metropolitan Vancouver Health 

Committee, Lyle Creelman, was named by UNRRA as Chief 

Nurse of the British Zone of Occupied Germany (which 

included Bergen-Belsen). Regarding this work in Germany, 

she remarked, “It was an opportunity to give service to people in 

dire need.”

Creelman’s responsibilities included the staffing of 

hospitals. When hospitals were turned over to UNRRA, it 

was understood that the German medical and nursing staff 

should be retained. Creelman defended the engagement of 

Germans, while other nurses and doctors, as well as many 

patients—especially Jewish patients—did not.  

“No marked line drawn between the living and the dead”
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IN A REPORT WRITTEN DAYS AFTER ALLIED FORCES ARRIVED AT BERGEN-BELSEN, PROSKIE OBSERVED: 

There apparently is little concern and no marked line drawn between the 

living and the dead, for those who are alive today may be dead tomorrow. 

… Many more deaths can be expected and no force, no matter how strong, 

can stop it at present. In other words a certain proportion of population 

is beyond any hope of being saved.

1.  A convoy of the Royal Canadian Air Force passes through the town of Celle, Germany on its way to  
Bergen-Belsen. 
COURTESY DIRECTORATE OF HISTORY AND HERITAGE/CANADA. DEPT. OF NATIONAL DEFENCE/PL-43508

2.  An article about John Proskie’s efforts to feed Bergen-Belsen survivors, 18 July 1945. 
 COURTESY TORONTO DAILY STAR 

3. RCAF Squadron leader John Proskie, circa 1945. COURTESY TORONTO DAILY STAR 

BERGEN-BELSEN
CANADIAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE – FOOD

At times overwhelmed by the tragedy at Bergen-Belsen, 

the British Army enlisted the help of Canadian personnel 

stationed near the camp. Due to his expertise as an 

agricultural economist, two days after the liberation 

of Bergen-Belsen, Squadron Leader John Proskie of 

Edmonton was summoned to the camp. He worked at the 

camp for several months, ensuring adequate food stocks. 

His efforts saved many lives.
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1.  Orphans and their caregivers attend a party sponsored by Canadian Jewish chaplains in Laren, Netherlands, 
July 1945. The photo was sent by Cass to the Vancouver Section of the National Council of Jewish Women 
in late 1945. COURTESY JEWISH MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES OF BC

2.  A letter from Samuel Cass to Miss Hazel Murray, 11 July 1945.   
COURTESY LIBRARY & ARCHIVES CANADA/MG 30 D225, CASS FONDS, VOLUME 7, FILE 2

“Our role, now that the V-E has come, is 

essentially that of liberator. In every town 

and village you will find Jews who have 

emerged from hiding who will need your 

help, perhaps in food, clothing, or money. 

Do all you can for them.”

OPEN LETTER TO CANADIAN JEWISH SOLDIERS,  
JEWISH CHAPLAINS’ NEWSLETTER, 15 MAY 1945

In the first months after liberation, the  
need for support for Jews increased 
dramatically, and the aid agencies, most 
notably the Joint Distribution Committee, 
had not yet established a firm presence  
in the Netherlands.

In early June, the Jewish Coordination Committee wrote to 

Chaplain Isaac Rose explaining they estimated that 15,000 

Jews had come out of hiding and that a high percentage 

would need medical care. 

In May and June, the survivors from the camps arrived—only 

about 5,500, but completely without means. At Chaplain 

Samuel Cass’s request, the Jewish Coordination Committee 

sent him a list of clothing distributed in those first weeks. 

Although the chaplains frequently turned to the Jewish 

soldiers for assistance, generous gestures of help came from 

all quarters. Cass approached a group of women entertainers 

to help with clothing for the survivors who had arrived from 

the camps. Although they travelled light, they gave selflessly, 

and Cass was moved by their generous response. 

Throughout 1945, the chaplains encouraged soldiers to send 

all their packages from home to the survivors. The chaplains 

also turned directly to Canadian Jewry asking for aid to 

survivors in the Netherlands.  

CANADIAN SOLDIERS
& AID IN THE NETHERLANDS
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ABA BAYEFSKY 

Aba Bayefsky (1923-2001) 
enlisted in the RCAF 
immediately after graduating 
from art school in Toronto. 
An official war artist, he was 
posted overseas in 1944. In late 
May and June, he made three 
visits to Bergen-Belsen. “It 
had a profound impact on me. My 
impressions of Belsen have never 
gone away.”

1.  Untitled painting by Royal Canadian Air Force Leading Aircraftman Henry Abramson depicting the dead in 
one of the pits at Bergen-Belsen. COURTESY RONNEY ABRAMSON

2.  Henry Abramson. COURTESY RONNEY ABRAMSON

3.  “Bodies in a Grave” by Alex Colville, 1946, portrays the open pits of corpses he encountered at Bergen- 
Belsen. COURTESY CANADIAN WAR MUSEUM 

4.  Study for “Bodies in a Grave” by Alex Colville, c.1945-46.  COURTESY CANADIAN WAR MUSEUM 

5.  Alex Colville standing before “Bodies in a Grave, Belsen,” on easel, 1946.  
COURTESY ESTATE OF ALEX COLVILLE

6.  “Belsen Concentration Camp –  Malnutrition #2,” 17 May 1945 by Aba Bayefsky.(1923 – 2001).COURTESY 
CANADIAN WAR MUSEUM 19710261-1392

7.  “Remembering the Holocaust,” 1988 by Aba Bayefsky (1923 – 2001). 
COURTESY CANADIAN WAR MUSEUM 19970112-001

8.  Photograph of war artist Aba Bayefsky in his Royal Canadian Air Force uniform, c.1944-1945. 
COURTESY CANADIAN WAR MUSEUM
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ALEX COLVILLE 

David Alexander (Alex) Colville 
(1920-2013) was one of Canada’s 
most iconic artists. He enlisted in 
the Canadian Army in 1942. As an 
official war artist, he was posted 
overseas in 1944. In April 1945 he 
was commissioned to record the 
recently liberated concentration 
camp of Bergen-Belsen. What he 
witnessed there at age 24 haunted 
him the rest of his life. According 
to his son Graham, his father 
“continued really for decades to have 
nightmares about the war. ... It made a 
very deep impression.”   5
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British Army Chaplain Michael Morrison and Father Stanislaus Kadziolka, a survivor of Bergen-Belsen, offer a 
prayer at one of the camp’s mass graves. The Polish-born Kadziolka immigrated to Canada in 1948.  
COURTESY ALEX DWORKIN CANADIAN JEWISH ARCHIVES (MONTREAL)

RELIGIOUS RESPONSES
CHAPLAINS AT BERGEN-BELSEN

Canadian chaplains—including Roman 
Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish 
clergymen—arrived at Bergen-Belsen in the 
period following the 15th of April. Some 
chaplains assisted both the military and 
the survivors, while others travelled to the 
camp to bear witness, pay their respects,  
or offer prayer. 

Military chaplains struggled to make sense of the tragedy. 

They watched with sadness as unidentified, emaciated 

corpses were thrown into pits. Several chaplains 

acknowledged feelings of inadequacy when confronted  

with the tremendous physical, spiritual, and emotional 

needs of the inmates.

CHAPLAIN ROSS K. CAMERON OF STRATFORD, 
ONTARIO WAS A CHAPLAIN IN THE RCAF’S 39 WING. ON 
WITNESSING THE CRIMES AT BERGEN-BELSEN, CAMERON 
OBSERVED IN 1946:

It clearly indicates the depths to which 

humanity can sink when its lower nature 

is allowed undisciplined expression … 

The liberty and happiness of mankind 

demand, as one of the first requirements, 

racial tolerance. The brotherhood of man 

was one of the two cardinal principles of 

Jesus’ faith and teaching.

1.  The five-thousandth Jewish displaced person commences his journey to Canada.  
COURTESY JEWISH IMMIGRANT AID SERVICES, ALEX DWORKIN CANADIAN JEWISH ARCHIVES

2.  The masthead of Vancouver’s weekly Jewish newspaper, The Jewish Western Bulletin,  
edition printed in 1944. COURTESY JEWISH MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES OF BC

HOMEFRONT: KNOWLEDGE ABOUT  
THE HOLOCAUST DURING THE WAR

The Case of the Iberian Refugees, 1944
In late 1943, Canada decided to allow 200 refugee families 

who were stranded in neutral Portugal to come to Canada 

for the duration of the war. In fact, fewer families were 

admitted. A number of the refugees were Jewish.

The arrival of these refugees was an excellent opportunity 

to hear first-hand knowledge of the Holocaust. Studies of 

the Canadian press indicate that:  

•  The English-language non-Jewish press paid atten-
tion to the difficulties of the voyage, or might focus 
on a non-Jew who was with the Jews. There was 
thus little explicit reference to the majority of the 
refugees’ victimization as Jews; 

•  The English-language Jewish press gave the story 
more attention, but often focused on the benevo-
lence of the Canadian government in granting a hav-
en to the refugees; 

•  The Yiddish newspapers gave the most in-depth 
coverage, providing the context for the case of the 
Iberian Jews by seeking out the refugees to hear 
about their experiences in their own words.

The Case of Hungarian Jewry, 1944 
Studies of the Canadian press during the war indicate  

that reliable information about the Holocaust was readily 

available, especially towards the end of the war. 

The deportations of Hungarian Jews began relatively 

late, after Germany invaded Hungary in March 1944. 

Deportations to Auschwitz-Birkenau were carried out 

between May and July. 

Very reliable information was available about the killings at 

Auschwitz and the probable fate of Hungarian Jewry if no 

action was taken. It is now estimated that in less than two 

months almost 440,000 Jews were deported. 

In 1944 alone, a Vancouver weekly, the Jewish Western 

Bulletin, had seventeen articles on the fate of Hungarian 

Jews. One story clearly reported that the lives of “millions 

of Jews” were in peril unless some form of rescue took 

place.  Not one substantial article on Hungarian Jewry 

appeared in the daily, The Vancouver Sun.
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1.  Gehringshof, Germany, Buchenwald group in Hachsharah, 1945.  
COURTESY YAD VASHEM

2.  Excerpt of an article, “Lottie Levinson in Europe Scores Nationalism,” Jewish Western Bulletin,  
Vancouver, 4 January 1946. COURTESY JEWISH WESTERN BULLETIN

A JEWISH HOMELAND 
AS THE SOLUTION

While UNRRA and the Joint worked with 
the Jews of Europe, not all were convinced 
that there was a future for them in Europe. 
Both Chaplains Samuel Cass and Isaac Rose 
encountered many Jews who saw no future 
in Europe and wanted to settle in Palestine. 

In Apeldoorn, Chaplain Cass spent long evenings talking  

to a doctor who had returned from Belsen. The conversation 

was exclusively about “Jews, Palestine, Anti-semitism, 

immigration and children.” As Cass recorded in a letter 

to his wife, the doctor was ready to leave his successful 

practice because “…making a living is not everything. The feeling 

of being at home [i.e. in Palestine] is infinitely a greater treasure.” 

Both Samuel Cass and Isaac Rose were also convinced that a 

Jewish homeland was preferable to the ongoing relief  efforts. 

Not all agreed. Shortly after arriving in Europe to work with 

refugees, Lottie Levinson wrote a letter home that appeared 

on the front page of Vancouver’s Jewish Western Bulletin.  

It warned against promoting nationalism when nationalist 

passions seemed to have led to so much destruction.

What is most needed is every type of  

action which will make our people 

FREE. … They need GEULAH  

[redemption]. A relief programme  

can be based only on the theory that  

they will be here for a long time to  

come—which is a MOCKERY of all  

their MARTYRDOM.
LETTER, CHAPLAIN SAMUEL CASS TO RABBI OSCAR FASMAN
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Jewish New Year greetings from the orphanage in Laren, the Netherlands to the Vancouver Section of the 
National Council of Jewish Women, 1946.  COURTESY JEWISH MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES OF BC

JEWISH CHILDREN
CANADIANS HELP AN ORPHANAGE

Orphaned children often became pawns in 
the game of postwar reconstruction. For  
the Jews, whose families and communities 
had been devastated by a systematic policy 
of genocide, the surviving children offered  
some hope for a better future. 

As Jewish children in the Netherlands came out of hiding, 

or when they found their way back from the camps, there 

was a question of what would happen to them. Tensions 

developed between Dutch Jews and non-Jews.

The creation of strong Jewish institutions for children was 

necessary for the war orphans already within the Jewish 

community, and in anticipation of more orphans coming to 

the community. Thus, when the Vancouver Section of the 

National Council of Jewish Women wrote in October 1945 to 

the Jewish chaplaincy about possible aid, Chaplain Samuel 

Cass (who had been the rabbi in their community between 

1934 and 1941) enthusiastically explained the importance 

of orphanages, and in particular the Bergtichting in Laren 

which had re-opened in the summer of 1945. 

The chaplains had already provided food, clothing and 

vitamins to the orphanage, and organized a party for the 

children there. 

The women of Vancouver made the orphanage their cause 

in 1945. In 1946 alone, they sent over a thousand kilograms 

of clothing, as well as cash. 

 Chaplains Cass and Rose (front, third and fourth from left) with students in front of the Chaplains’ Centre  
in Amsterdam, 31 August 1945.  
COURTESY CANADIAN JEWISH CONGRESS CHARITIES COMMITTEE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

The Jewish Chaplains realized that they 
had a special responsibility: to help Jewish 
soldiers understand what had befallen the 
Jewish people and to prepare for postwar 
Jewish life. 

In addition to their regular instruction in newsletters and 

sermons, Chaplains Isaac Rose and Samuel Cass opened 

a Jewish Chaplains’ Centre in Amsterdam in August 1945. 

Every Monday, from its opening until the end of November 

1945, soldiers came for a four-day course on Jewish life.  

Over two hundred students attended. 

The Curriculum and Faculty
The program was an early attempt to instruct the postwar 

generation of Jews. The curriculum included lectures on 

Judaism, Jewish history, Hebrew, Jewish life in Canada and 

worldwide, Zionism and antisemitism. 

The course included walking tours of Jewish Amsterdam 

and visits to the Jewish Hospital, where the soldiers  

met survivors.

The chaplains were the instructors, but Dutch survivors 

delivered some of the lectures. The chaplains also invited a 

Christian Padre to talk about positive interfaith relations. 

RELIGIOUS RESPONSES
A COURSE IN JEWISH LIFE

From the Soldiers:  
“Course Evaluations”
The students were asked for their feedback on the course. 

Over one hundred of the evaluations survive, revealing 

some of the lessons learned.

About Judaism
I am particularly interested and surprised to find [interest in] 

modifying and modernizing the youth of Jewry. It is sorely needed 

and I am all for it.

Encountering survivors at the hospital
The conducted tour of the Jewish hospital is the one that will remain 

for me for some time. I especially like the idea of donating my 

canteen rations. 

…seeing the old historic synagogue was something in itself, but most 

touching that afternoon is seeing for ourselves the sick young tots, 

and older folks who came from   Germany’s concentration camps, 

and to be privileged in giving the younger children some candies. 

A somewhat more modest achievement
Primarily the course has taught me after a somewhat extensive 

employment in His Majesty’s services that wine and  

alcoholic beverages aren’t the only items that can stimulate the 

human being. 

Palestine and World Jewry
We came upon during the classes the sufferings and needs of the 

Jewish people and the great need of obtaining Palestine for our 

people as soon as possible.

HOMEFRONT
AFTER THE WAR

Jewish Refugees, pre-1939
Between 1933-1939, Canada had one of the world’s 

worst records for accepting European Jewish refugees. 

Approximately five thousand were admitted.

Postwar Attitudes and Policies
Many of the early witnesses to the Holocaust recognized 

that people would have a hard time believing what they 

were hearing about the camps. While images and stories 

appeared in the mainstream press after the liberation of 

the “horror camps” such as Bergen-Belsen and Dachau, the 

media rarely pointed out that the victims were largely Jews.

A Gallup Poll, 1946
A Gallup poll on immigration was released in October 1946. 

The results were:

•  60% of Canadians ranked the Japanese as the least  
desirable immigrants;

•  49% then indicated that they did not want Jewish  
immigration;

•  At that time, Canadians much preferred Germans 
over Jews as immigrants. 

Aftermath 
Immigration restrictions did not ease up until two years 

after the war. By then it was clear that Canadian factories 

needed workers, and that Canada needed to show some 

sort of humanitarian gesture in response to the images and 

stories coming from Europe. 

Between 1947 and 1955, about 35,000 survivors arrived in 

Canada, plus their dependents. They would have a major 

impact on the Canadian Jewish community and all of 

Canadian society.

In adapting to their new country, however, all of the 

survivors, as well as their children, were affected to some 

degree by the trauma of their experiences and losses. And 

many Canadian soldiers, photographers, artists, journalists 

and aid workers never forgot the evidence of the Holocaust 

they had witnessed.

Palestine was not just a distant ideal.  
The possibilities of a new Jewish life  
were embodied in the soldiers of the 
Jewish Brigade. 

Although Palestinian Jews had their own battalions in 

the British army by 1940, it was in September 1944 that 

Churchill established a Jewish Brigade Group that fought 

under the Zionist flag. Canadian-born Ernest Benjamin 

was appointed Commanding Officer. 

The Brigade fought against the Germans in the Italian 

campaign in the last months of the war. After the war,  

they were stationed on the border between Italy and 

Austria, and in the summer of 1945 were brought up to  

the Netherlands and Belgium. 

They took an active interest in the plight of the refugees, 

which included arranging for their immigration to 

Palestine, despite the British restrictions.  

They also tried to attract Jewish soldiers from Allied armies 

to join the Zionist cause. 

The Appeal of the Brigade to Canadians
Chaplain Rose, who had met members of the Brigade in 

Italy, was in touch with them shortly after their arrival 

in the Netherlands. He brought Brigade members to the 

courses at the Chaplains’ Centre.

One of the students commented about the lecturer from 

the Brigade: [He] impressed me with the strength and determina-

tion of the Jews of Palestine to help the cause of the Jews in Europe. 

He has my deep sympathy. I hope I too can help. 

The Jewish Brigade Appealed to the Survivors 
The Dutch Jewish paper Nieuw Israelietisch Weekblad  

included words of greeting in Hebrew and Dutch to the 

members of the Jewish Brigade when they arrived in the 

Netherlands, including the phrase: “You are the symbol of 

our national revival.”

Canadians Aiding the Brigade
According to Rose, one of the activities of the Canadian 

Jewish Chaplains – obviously undocumented – was to aid 

“so-called ‘illegal’ Aliya [Jewish immigration] to Palestine, for those 

thousands who chose to start a new life in freedom and who could 

not return permanently to lands whose soil was soaked in the blood 

of dear ones.” 

Toronto-born Mel Goldberg (1924-2002) was a bomber 

commander with the RCAF. In May 1945 he was posted near 

Hamburg for occupation duties. He discovered a group 

of Jews nearby who wanted to get to Palestine but could 

not secure permits from the British. On leave in Paris in 

November 1945, he met some of the members of the Jewish 

Brigade. Goldberg and his friends worked with the Brigade 

to smuggle some thirty survivors past the British Military 

Police and into the American zone.

1.  Members of the Jewish Brigade in Amsterdam, c. 1945-46. 
COURTESY COLLECTION JEWISH HISTORICAL MUSEUM, AMSTERDAM

2.  Greetings in Dutch and Hebrew for the Jewish Brigade on arriving in the Netherlands. Published in  
Nieuw Israelietisch Weekblad, 24 August 1945. COURTESY NIOD

THE JEWISH
BRIGADE

 3.  A Jewish Brigade Patch given to Walter Reed, a British soldier, after the British Army had pulled the Jewish 
Brigade from the front lines. COURTESY UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM

4.  Soldiers of the Jewish Brigade transport Jewish displaced persons by truck in the Netherlands, 1945. 
COURTESY ARNOLD EINHORN, UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM
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DEPARTURES
& CONNECTIONS

LEESHA BRIEFLY DESCRIBED SOME OF THE  
“HAPPIER” MOMENTS IN HER LIFE AFTER THEY  
MOVED TO CANADA:

I remember that on my wedding day I 

walked down the aisle without the  

loving presence of my parents and 

brothers; I felt my heart bursting with 

yearning for them.

In the height of childbirth, I remember  

crying out for my mother and not finding 

her consoling and helpful hand.

For their last Chanukah in the Netherlands, 
the chaplains worked with the Jewish 
Coordination Committee to distribute 
sweets to children in Amserfoort, 
Apeldoorn, Nijmegen and Amsterdam.

Some connections remained in place between Dutch and 

Canadian Jews: 

•  The National Council of Jewish Women in Vancou-
ver continued to support the orphanage until 1947; 

• I n appreciation for his work in the Netherlands, 
Chaplain Isaac Rose received a Chanukah menorah 
from a Dutch survivor.

Rabbi Rose married Leesha Bornstein (1922-2016), a Jew 

who had been in the Dutch resistance helping Jews in 

hiding and participating in attacks on the Nazis.

Isaac and Leesha met in the last weeks of the war. Later, 

she learned that her father, mother and two brothers had 

died, deported from Westerbork to the extermination 

camps in Eastern Europe. Isaac and Leesha married in 

Canada in 1947. 

A Hanukkah menorah received by Chaplain Rabbi Isaac Rose from a Dutch Holocaust survivor.  
COURTESY YAD VASHEM ARTIFACTS COLLECTION, DONATED BY ISAAC AND LEESHA ROSE
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